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A Beacon of God’s Kingdom in Birchwood

Welcome to our morning service which will be led by:  All Age Worship Team
 	
Today’s Readings: 

Lectionary Readings for this week 
	First Reading: Isaiah 45:1–7 — God calls Cyrus to fulfil his purposes and declares that he alone is God.
Psalm: Psalm 96:1–9, (10–13) — Praise God among the nations and rejoice in his just rule.
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 — Paul gives thanks for a church whose faith, love and hope inspire others.
Gospel: Matthew 22:15–22 — Jesus teaches about what belongs to Caesar and what belongs to God.



The readings above are from the lectionary, if you use these readings each week, over 3 years you will cover many of the major themes of the bible.

	Duties:
	This week
	Next Week

	Leader:
	All Age Worship Team
	Mrs F Iddon

	[bookmark: _Hlk203144878]Elder on Duty 
	D Thurston
	M Wate

	Door:
	Guides
	F Ford & L Godsell

	Readers:
	
	D Tabor & L Godsell

	Prayers:
	
	R Gemmell

	Tea & Coffee
	C Green & R Gemmell
	D Searle & K McDermott

	Mixer
	Z Spencer (D Searle)
	P Holgate

	Data Projector
	C Burrows
	C Burrows


Regular Activities 
	When
	Event

	Every Sunday 10:40am
	Morning Worship

	Every Monday 10:30am
	Study Group – A friendly relaxed look at questions of faith

	Every Monday at 7pm
	On-line time of prayer 

	Alternate Tues 10:30am
	Coffee & Craft

	Every Tues 7:30pm
	Tuesday Fellowship Group

	Every Weds 9:00am
	Tommy’s Tots – weekly in term time for under 5s and their parents/carers

	Alternate Weds 14:00
	Wednesday Club – our over 55s club

	Every Thurs 08:45-11:30
	Treats. Our weekly coffee shop where you can enjoy drinks, snacks, and chat


Other Events – see over leaf

Regular Meetings
	
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun

	Church Meeting
	 
	19th
	 
	21st
	 
	18th
	
	20th
	

	Worship and Mission
	15th
	
	TBD
	 
	18th
	 
	15th
	
	17th




Contact Us
Email: secretary@thomasrisley.org Website: www.thomasrisley.org

Newsletter items to news@thomasrisley.org by 5pm on Thursday. Where practical please provide text as well as images as they don’t render well.

Prayer Theme for This Week:   
Please pray for those facing food poverty and for the work of The Food Pantry and Room at the Inn.	

Harvest Festival
Today, 18 October, is our Harvest Festival celebration service. We will be accepting gifts of tinned and dried goods to share between The Food Pantry at the Church of the Transfiguration and Room at the Inn, the homeless centre in Warrington. Please bring any contribution, however small, this morning and bring it forward during the service. Many thanks in anticipation of your usual kind generosity.

Biscuit Donations
We would appreciate donations of everyday biscuits, plain or cream, to replenish the church biscuit drawer.

The Bread and Butter Thing
The Bread and Butter Thing provides affordable weekly grocery bags from surplus food, including fresh fruit and vegetables, chilled food and cupboard staples. The Birchwood hub is at The Church of the Transfiguration, Admirals Road, every Thursday at 1pm. Family bags are £8.50 (with smaller and larger options available), and there’s no joining fee or eligibility criteria. To join, text 07507 237 311 with your name, postcode and “Birchwood”.


TReats
Please note that Treats Coffee Shop will be closed on Thursday 22nd October.

Locking Stumps Fireworks
Locking Stumps Fireworks Refreshments 
This will be on Wednesday 4th November. We will need a team to erect and setup the gazebo and then people to staff the stall for the evening. Set up from 3.30pm with doors opening at 5pm. The evening will finish around 7pm. Please sign up on the sheet in the foyer (even if you can offer an hour) or speak to Stuart for more details.


Birchwood Blokes Breakfast
Join us at Thomas Risley Church on Saturday 21 November, 9–10.30am, for a full English breakfast, a brew and discussion about life and faith—bring a mate and speak to Stuart for more details!

Light Party
Birchwood Community Church invites primary school children to a Superhero Light Party at the Encounter Centre, Benson Road, on Saturday 31 October, 4–5.30pm; superhero costumes or bright colours are welcome—please speak to Stuart for more details.
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